2nd Sunday of Christmas; 1st Sunday of 2026

Sometime ago, an American newspaper carried a story about a light bulb that had been burning continuously for thirty-five years.  Experts were unable to account for the bulb’s longevity.  Today’s Gospel speaks of another light, one which has been burning brightly for two thousand years – “the true light that enlightens all people”.

At Christmas, we decorate our homes and public places with lights, but the significance of these lights often escapes us.  St. John tells us, in his Gospel, that Jesus Christ is the true Christmas light, “a light that shines in the dark, a light that darkness could not overpower.”  The Gospel boldly states that he is the “true light that enlightens all people”.

In these first days of the New Year, it is good to look back and ask, “What did Christmas mean for me?”  Related to this is a further question, “Does the light of faith burn in my heart as brightly today as it did five years ago?  Ten years ago?”  That light of faith is the great gift which Jesus Christ brought into the world.  He himself declared, “I have come as a light into the world, that whoever believes in me may not remain in darkness” (Jn.12:46).  

For many, the light of Christmas has been greatly dimmed – that which is frequently referred to as the festive season, has become, for some, merely a holiday.  Reference to Christ’s birth is eliminated; we know that without Christ there is no Christmas.  Nevertheless, we should not avoid asking ourselves, “what did Christmas mean for me?”  

It is possible, that even for us, Christmas can become lost amid the seasonal distractions and the hectic preparations, the shopping, the visiting, the food, and the expectation of celebration.  Should we feel that Christmas passed us by, there is still time to stop by the crib, and to gaze upon the infant in the manger, and recognise that Jesus is God’s gift to us all.  St John, author of today’s Gospel passage, challenges us to open our hearts to the truth revealed in the crib, and understand that, “No one has ever seen God; it is the only Son, who is nearest to the Father's heart, who has made him known.”   For John, Jesus made visible the invisible.  

The invisible made visible is what St John is speaking about when he said, “The Word was made flesh and he lived among us”.  In Jesus, God became one of us, to be with us; in Jesus, God sides with humanity, sides with you and me; with Jesus, we can share our joys and sufferings, our desires and fears, our hopes and sorrows.  We can open our hearts to him and tell him everything – he loves us as we are, with a love that does not leave us where we are!  St Paul was making the same point in today’s second reading, when he said, that in Jesus, God has blessed us, and chosen us to be his sons and daughters.

On Tuesday we celebrate the feast of the Epiphany, and encounter those wise men, we call the Magi – they longed to see the light.  These Magi have much to teach us; they were men of means, well regarded in their society, but for them, wealth and respectability did not satisfy their restless hearts – they yearned for something greater, and so were also seekers after God (cf Pope Benedict XV1, 6/01/13).  They asked, “where is he who has been born king of the Jews? We have seen his star” (Mt,2:2).  And following the star, they set out on a journey.

At the beginning of this New Year, the Magi teach us that now we too must set out anew on the journey of faith.  Some may think of faith as “a leap in the dark”; they speak of “blind faith” as though faith was just an emotional response that gives some consolation and comfort to some desperate situation (cf LF3).  They are mistaken!  Faith is like the gentle light of the star which guided the Magi to Bethlehem, guided them to God made visible in Jesus.  Our faith is the star that guides us gently through life to our journey's end (cf LF4).
But just as the light of a star does not overcome the darkness of the night, neither does faith scatter all our darkness, but is “a lamp which guides our steps in the night” (cf LF57).  It does not resolve every problem that we encounter on our life's journey, nor answer every question we may have, but it does lift our eyes to see beyond them, so that we can say in the words of that much loved hymn: “Lead, kindly light, amid the encircling gloom, lead thou me on; the night is dark, and I am far from home; lead thou me on.”

“What did Christmas mean for me?”  If we have grasped the message of Christmas, that God is with us, then we need have no fears.

Lord Jesus Christ, Kindly Light, I place my trust in you, be my guide in this New Year – lead thou me on!  Amen.

