32nd Sunday in O.T. 2025 – Dedication of the Lateran Basilica

It is estimated that by the end of this Jubilee Year of Hope, thirty million pilgrims will have visited Rome.  Counted among that vast number will be our Parish Youth Group, who were there in the first week of July.  Like all pilgrims, they visited St Peter’s Basilica, as well as the other great basilicas, including The Basilica of St John Lateran – often just referred to as the Lateran Basilica.


Today, and each year on 9th November, the Catholic world celebrates the dedication of the Lateran Basilica – a sure indication that there is something rather special about this great church.  Actually, two things make the Lateran Basilica special.  First, it is the Cathedral Church of the Diocese of Rome, and its Bishop is the Pope, making it the principal church building of the worldwide Church.  Therefore, we celebrate and recall today, the bond of faith that unites us to Our Lord through St. Peter and his successor, the Pope.


The second thing that makes the Lateran Basilica special is that, it is not only the most important Cathedral in the world, it is also the most ancient.  The Roman Emperor, Constantine, at the end of the persecutions, gifted it to the Pope, who dedicated it as a church in the year 324.  An inscription on the front of the Basilica reads, “Mother and head of all the churches of the city and of the world”, thus all other churches in the world can consider themselves as daughter churches.  Today, we in St. Brigid's, together with all our sister churches in the world, celebrate the birthday of a venerable and much-loved mother!  


However, in the end, the Lateran Basilica, like every other church in the world, is only a building.  It is the scripture readings of today's Mass which take us to the real significance of today's feast.  That which we celebrate is what the Lateran Basilica, and all church buildings, including our own beautiful church, symbolize - a temple made up of living stones, which has as its foundation Jesus Christ, and which is the dwelling place of God (cf 1Cor.3:9-11; 16-17).


The readings of today's Mass speak of the three dwelling places of God's Spirit; the Temple in Jerusalem, which no longer exists; the Temple of the body of Jesus Christ, now glorious in Heaven; and the Temple of the Church, which is God’s people on earth and includes us.


The Prophet Ezekiel, author of the first reading, wrote about five hundred years before Jesus.  It was a time of great desolation, when Jerusalem had been sacked by the Babylonians, the great Temple destroyed, and the people taken into slavery.  The reading speaks of Ezekiel's dream, that the Temple might once again become the source of mighty a river of blessing, flowing “from the sanctuary”, from the very heart of God, renewing God's people.


But Ezekiel's dream was only realised in the person of Jesus Christ, who said of himself, “Destroy this sanctuary and in three days I will raise it up.”  In the very moment of his destruction, what happened?  Look at the crucifix and remember – a soldier pierced his side with a lance “and immediately there came out blood and water” (Jn. 19:34).  From that pierced heart, which is the true Temple of God's Spirit, there gushed a torrent of love in which we are immersed each time we celebrate the Eucharist – the Eucharist which renews and heals and gives life; the Eucharist which fills our hearts to overflowing with the Spirit of Jesus Christ; the Eucharist which makes of us living stones building up that human temple we call the Church.

St. Paul, in the second reading, states bluntly, “You are God's building”, and goes on to say, “Didn't you realise that you were God's temple and that the spirit of God is living among you?......the temple of God is sacred; and you are that temple.”  This thought caused one of the popes, in the early Church, to cry out, “O Christian be aware of your nobility – it is God's own nature that you share....think of the head, think of the body of which you are a member” (St. Leo the Great, Sermon 1 Nativ,1-3).


In this Mass, the Spirit of Jesus Christ is poured into our hearts; at the end of this Mass, we will pour out through the doors of this stone temple, but in reality, it is the Spirit of Jesus Christ, which through us, pours out, like a river, into our society, and into our families and neighbours - a river of loving friendship, making a difference, bringing a change for the better, and a sense of newness.  Today’s feast cries out to us all, “O Christian be aware of this – you carry within you God's own Spirit!”


Today, the historical continuity and resilience of the Lateran Basilica ought to strike us – it has stood for fifteen hundred years, has endured barbarian raids, fires, earthquakes, and at times, neglect.  In itself, it has become, a parable in stone, witnessing to the truth of the Lord’s words, “And I tell you, you are Peter, and on this rock, I will build my church, and the gates of Hell will not prevail against it” (Mt.16:18).


Lord,
united in your Church by the bond of faith,
may our parish be the temple of your loving Spirit,
from which your blessing flows to all in our society.  Amen.

