Palm Sunday 2026

In his painting, “Christ carrying the Cross”, the English artist, Stanley Spencer, portrays Our Lord carrying his Cross, not through the streets of Jerusalem, but down the main street of Spencer's home village of Cookham.  The painting depicts women leaning out of windows chatting, carpenters and bricklayers and others getting on with their everyday work, while Jesus, with his Cross, walks down Cookham High Street unnoticed.  Jesus continues to walk the streets and roads of the world, unnoticed – Holy Week seeks to make us aware of this, and asks us to walk with him.

After the Last Supper, St Matthew tells us, Jesus and his disciples left the supper room to walk to the Mount of Olives and the Garden of Gethsemane.  As they went, Jesus said to them, “You will all lose faith in me this night”.  Peter immediately spoke up and said, “Though all lose faith in you, I will never lose faith”.  Jesus answered him, "I tell you solemnly, this very night, before the cock crows, you will have disowned me three times".  Peter then confidently declared, “Even if I have to die with you, I will never disown you” - but he did disown him!  Today, Jesus addresses, not Peter, but to you and me!  Will we, have we, disowned him?  We can only, say “Lord, be merciful to me a sinner.”

In the Garden of Gethsemane, Jesus, “took Peter and the two sons of Zebedee with him.  And great sadness came over him, and great distress”.  Jesus, literally prostrate with grief, asked them to “wait here and keep awake with me”.  But he “found them sleeping, their eyes were so heavy”.  The grief of Jesus goes unnoticed, even by those closest to him – they shut their eyes!

This Palm Sunday, Jesus asks us to us open our eyes, our weary eyes, and see the misery of the world (cf MV 15), - because it seems as if the whole world has become a Garden of Gethsemane!  This is certainly true for the peoples of the bombed cities of the Middle East and Ukraine; true for the refugees and the displaced of so many lands; true also for the poor, the lonely, the broken hearted, the sick and the grieving of society.  As we enter this Holy Week, may we prayerfully stand alongside Jesus, who is present in all those who at this time are enduring their personal agony in Gethsemane. 

Jesus then prayed, “Father, if it is possible let this cup pass me by.  Nevertheless, let it be as you, not I, would have it”.  This is the moment when the challenge of faith in God becomes very real.  Jesus showed us that, faced with inescapable suffering, our only prayer is “not my will but thy will be done” (Mt.26:39).  But this is not a prayer simply of surrender or of resignation, but a prayer which transforms suffering into a loving offering to the Father; “Into your hands, O Lord, I commend my spirit” (Lk.23:46).  All of this finds an echo in a familiar phrase from The Lord's Prayer, “thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.”

He then said to the apostles, “Get up!  Let us go!   But their courage failed them – they let him walk alone!  Holy Week seeks to make us aware that Jesus continues to walk the streets and roads of the world, unnoticed – but as Christians we must notice him, and walk with him – walk with him on Good Friday, walk with him to the cross.  Amen.


