
The Liturgy 

Sunday Mass 

Saturday: 6.00 pm (Vigil Mass) 

 

Sunday:    9.30 am  

                  12.00 noon 

 Monday:        7.00 pm 

Tuesday:        9.30 am 

Wednesday:  9.30 am  

Thursday:       9.30 am 

Friday:             7.00 pm 

Saturday:        12 noon 

Confession  

Monday:       7.30 pm – 8.00 pm 

Friday:          6.30 pm – 7.00 pm 

Saturday:      12.30 pm – 1.00 pm & 

                        5.30 pm – 6:00 pm  
 

Eucharistic Adoration 

Monday:       7.30 pm – 8.00 pm  
                          

Baptisms  

1st & 3rd Sunday of the Month at 1.30pm 

Please contact the Parish Office to book 

(One month’s notice required) 
 

Marriages 

At least 6 months’ notice required prior 

to date of Marriage. 

Please contact Fr O’Donnell  

PARISH OFFERTORY COLLECTION 
(Total includes Basket Collections, Standing Orders and Dona Donations) 

Figures will be included in the next Bulletin 

SAFEGUARDING TRAINING DATES  
If you are a Current or New Volunteer working with children and young people in our 
parish, you must complete training every three years.   New Volunteers must complete 
at least Level 1 in to volunteer with our parish youth groups.  Please see dates below. 

Thursday 8 Jan 2026- Child Level 2 Refresher Session – Fill in form 
14 & 21 Jan 2026- 2 evenings face to face St John's Parish Hall  Child Level 2  – Fill in form 
20 Jan 2026 Child Level 1 VIRTUAL SESSION – Fill in form 
10 Feb 2026 Child Level 1 VIRTUAL SESSION – Fill in form 
 

Visit downandconnorsafeguarding.com/available-training/ to book training 

There will be NO Foodbank Collection in January 2026 

The Feast of the Epiphany 
7pm Vigil (Monday 5th Jan) 
9.30am (Tuesday 6th Jan) 

  

Saint Brigid’s Parish 
Second Sunday after Christmas 

4th January 2026, Year A 
 

Parish Priest:  Fr Edward O’Donnell      Tel: 028 9066 5409 
Parish Office:   028 9066 5409;     (9 am - 1 pm Weekdays) 

Address:  40 Derryvolgie Avenue, Belfast, BT9 6FP 
Email: stbrigids@downandconnor.org        Website: stbrigidsparishbelfast.org 

Livestream/Webcam:  youtube.com/@stbrigidsparishbelfast 
 

Second Sunday after Christmas 
First Reading:  Reading from the book of Ecclesiasticus   Eccles (sir) 2:1-2.8-12 

The wisdom of God has pitched her tent among the chosen people. 
 

Responsorial Psalm:    Ps 147:12-15.19-20 
The Word was made flesh, and lived among us. 

 

Second Reading:  Reading from the letter of St Paul to the Ephesians  Ep 1:3-6.15-18 
He determined that we should become his adopted sons through Jesus. 

 

Gospel:  According to John   Jn 1:1-18 
The Word was made flesh, and lived among us. 

Anniversary List 
Please pray for Brigid McManus recently deceased; and for 
those  whose  anniversaries are at  this time: Angie Kelly, Denis and Pearl Moloney, 
Bebe Graham Suttle, Michael Durkin, Gretta McCambridge, Arthur Newell, Sheila 
Gregory, Patricia Boyle, Eileen and Deirdre Smyth, Annamma Joseph, Joe Donnelly, 
Moya Cushinan, Richard Sadlier, Anne-Marie McCrum,  

May they rest in peace 

Mass Intentions for week ahead: 
Mon 5th Jan 7pm: Sheila Gregory (A) 

Wed 7th Jan 9.30am:  Special Intention 
Thurs 8th Jan 9.30am:  Patricia Boyle (A) 

Fri 9th Jan 7pm:  Eileen & Deirdre Smyth (A) 
Sat 10th Jan 12noon: Gerry Lee (A) 

Sat 10th Jan 6pm Vigil: Liam Daly (A) 

https://url.uk.m.mimecastprotect.com/s/qJaRCnzkrt5nDZF9fxFJwgRC?domain=forms.office.com
https://url.uk.m.mimecastprotect.com/s/UVZPCoOlQf4kYVizhGFpLdy5?domain=forms.office.com
https://url.uk.m.mimecastprotect.com/s/CN52Cq2nYiW9NyTEsyFEQDqj?domain=forms.office.com
https://url.uk.m.mimecastprotect.com/s/3R88CrYoRI9xZRFjt5F4fD18?domain=forms.office.com
https://downandconnorsafeguarding.com/available-training/
mailto:stbrigids@downandconnor.org
http://www.stbrigidsparishbelfast.org/
mailto:youtube.com/@stbrigidsparishbelfast
https://www.facebook.com/stbrigidsparishbelfast


THE CLOSE OF THE JUBILEE YEAR 2025 
Bishop Alan McGuckian will celebrate the Rite of the Closing of the 
Jubilee Year with Mass at 3.00pm in St Peter’s Cathedral, Belfast on 
Sunday 4th January 2026.  He would like to invite as many as possible, 
from across the Diocese, to join him for the Mass and some refreshments 
afterwards in St Comgall’s Centre.  While the Jubilee Year of Hope will 
formally close, the task ahead will be to carry it’s Message of Hope with 
us into the New Year 2026. 

School Open Days 2026 
 

St Malachy’s College 
Wednesday 14th January and Thursday 15th January 

From 7pm – 9.30pm. (Principal’s Address: 8.00 pm both evenings) 
 

St Louise’s Comprehensive College 
Thursday 8th January 

(Principal’s Address at 4pm & 6.30pm) 
 

St Dominic’s Grammar School 
Saturday 10th January from 9.00 am to 1.00 pm 

(Principal’s Address: 9.30 am & 11.30 am) 
 

Our Lady and St Patrick’s College, Knock 
Saturday 17th January from 9.00 am – 12.30 pm 

(Principal’s Address 9.00 am and 11.00 am) 
 

Rathmore Grammar School 
Saturday 17th January from 9.30am – 1.00pm 

(Principal’s Address at 9.30am & 11.15am) 
 

For additional information on Open Days please contact the School or College 
 

New Years Message - World Day of Peace 2026 from Bishop Alan McGuckian 
 
My dear brothers and sisters in Christ, 
“One year older and still no wiser!” was the rueful remark of an old priest friend every year when I wished 
him a happy birthday. I am reminded of my old friend now as we usher in another New Year. 
 
Each New Year’s Day, the Pope calls on us to pray for peace and Pope Leo reminds us: "Goodness is 
disarming. Perhaps this is why God became a child. The mystery of the Incarnation, which reaches its 
deepest descent even to the realm of the dead, begins in the womb of a young mother and is revealed in 
the manger in Bethlehem." In this beautiful paradox — God choosing vulnerability over power, an infant's 
cry over triumphant declaration — we discover the true nature of divine peace. 
 
Throughout the Gospels, the words "peace be with you" echo like a sacred refrain, marking the profound 
peace that has entered our world. The angel Gabriel came to Mary, declaring "Peace be with you." On that 

first Christmas night, the angels sang "Peace on earth" to shepherds keeping watch. When he rose from 
the dead Jesus’ first words to the disciples were: "Peace be with you" (John 20:19), offering hope, victory 
over death, and a peace the world cannot give. 
 
Consider that remarkable moment: Jesus entered a room full of frightened disciples who had been in hiding 
since his crucifixion. To these fearful men, he offered not rebuke but peace, and then commissioned them: 
"As the Father has sent me, I am sending you," empowering them to spread that peace throughout the 
world. This is a commission that we, as missionary disciples, all share in today. 
 
Like the rueful old priest, I look on a world that is no wiser. I am conscious that we in Ireland live in what 
are called "peace times," yet the reality is far more complex. The lingering paramilitary presence, the 
scourge of drugs and criminality, and the unresolved hurts of so many families who have failed to see 
justice — particularly those who have lived with the long and unnecessary heartache of loved ones who 
were disappeared — means that our peace is merely relative. There is also the deep pain within our homes, 
those places where our families should thrive, but which are too often blighted by domestic violence. 
Families experience enormous distress while social and mental health services struggle to meet the 
demands of so many in crisis. Violent crimes that leave people with life-changing injuries and the terrible 
loss of life do not speak of a peaceful society. 
 
We have much work to do in our own place to support people in our communities to experience both the 
love of Christ and the transforming love of Christ's disciples — those who will help people transform their 
lives from ones marked by violent acts to acts of love that build up our communities. I thank God for the 
work of so many groups, both those linked to the Church and those inspired by the Gospel, who reach out 
with practical help to love the poor, the homeless and the stranger among us. One picture that stays with 
me and that captures the work of so many others is the fact that St Mary’s Church on Chapel Lane in Belfast 
provides a welcome to all the street-dwellers in Belfast on those winter nights when freezing temperatures 
create an absolute emergency. 
 
Across the world we have brothers and sisters whose lives are torn asunder by the ravages of war. As 
Christians, we are called to see in every conflict the face of Christ suffering anew, to recognise that wars 
and violence anywhere diminish our shared humanity. We cannot close our eyes to the suffering in East 
Africa, Palestine, Somalia, Syria, Ukraine, Yemen and countless other places where the drums of war drown 
out the angels' song of peace. 
 
Moreover, those who arrive on our shores, displaced by the terrors of war and persecution, must find 
welcome and opportunity among us. They are not statistics or problems to be managed; they are our 
brothers and sisters, bearers of Christ's image, seeking the peace that we ourselves cherish. In offering 
them hospitality, we become instruments of the very peace Christ commissioned his disciples to spread. 
 
Even if the evidence of our eyes tells us that we are no further forward on the way to peace, Christ calls us 
to be people of undying hope for peace. Finally, please listen to the words of Pope Leo and let him inspire 
us to be carriers of hope and peace: 
 
“Just as on the evening of Easter Jesus entered the place where his disciples were gathered in fear and 
discouragement, so too the peace of the risen Christ continues to pass through doors and barriers in the 
voices and faces of his witnesses.” (World Day of Peace message 2026) 
 
Peace be with you! Síocháin libh! 

 


